
Read 
Read the passage. Consider some of the following questions as you read:  

What does this teach me about God? What does this teach me about myself? What does this teach 
me about the Gospel? What jumps out to you as your read? What questions do you have? 

Summary/Overview 
Zacchaeus could quite easily have been the most despised man in Jericho for his role as a 
chief tax collector. As Jesus is passing through the city Zacchaeus is curious to catch a glimpse 
of Jesus. Zacchaeus is somehow known to Jesus, who invites himself over to this tax collectors 
house. Over the course of their time together Zacchaeus comes to a realisation of his 
sinfulness, and ends up being completely transformed as he spontaneously and openly 
confess his sin and promise to restore more than that which is owed to those he has 
defrauded.  

Key Points 
• Jesus is for everyone and everyone needs Jesus! Despite how sinful we are, Jesus wants to 

be in our presence. He doesn’t ask us to get things sorted first, choosing rather to be with 
us just as we are. Like Zacchaeus we should joyfully receive Jesus.  

• We need to make an effort to engage with Jesus ourselves. Zacchaeus thought it was worth 
climbing a tree to see Jesus - we can be inspired by his energy and enthusiasm to get into 
Jesus presence.  

• We should be open and honest with Jesus about our sinfulness and consider the need to 
make restitution where possible, e.g., in relationships with others.  

Reflect 
How does this sermon challenge or comfort you? Did you discover anything new? What 
impact does this sermon have on your life and commitments in the week ahead? 

Questions 
1. We see in Bartimaeus and Zacchaeus that truly receiving the love of Jesus has a profound 

impact on people’s lives. Can you reflect (and share) about the impact God’s love has had 
on your life.  

2. To what lengths do you go in order to get into the presence of Jesus? Share some 
experiences where you have known God’s presence. (Think about patterns of Bible reading, 
prayer, silence & solitude, etc.) 

3. It can be hard to engage with non-Christians who seemingly have it all (e.g., those who are 
financially comfortable) and don’t seem to ‘need’ the gospel. How would you seek to share 
the gospel with them? 

Action(s) 
Pray that the Holy Spirit would begin to spark a curiosity about Jesus in the people on your 
frontline.
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