
Notes / Discussion Questions

READ 
Read the passage and consider some of the following questions: 
What does this passage teach me about God and the Good News?  
Is there a word or phrase which stands out to you? Why might this be? What might God be 
trying to say? 

SUMMARY / OUTLINE / KEY POINTS  
• Over the last three Sundays we have consider three aspects of Pentecost in Acts. The event 

(2:1-13), the explanation (2:14-41) concluding today with Luke telling us about the effect of 
Pentecost (2:42-47). There is a further illustration of the early church in Acts 4:32-37. 

• In his book Letters to the Church Francis Chan parallels church community with gang life. 
Gangs spend all of their time together and constantly have each others back. To leave a 
gang means being alienated from friends and losing all the connections you had built. When 
it comes to church, there are elements of gang culture Chan suggests might be worth 
pursuing. Whilst in a different context to ours, he points out that commitment to the church 
‘gang’ for some people is no more than an hour per week - and only when they don’t have 
something better to do. Sometimes gangs are more committed to each other than Christians 
are. 

• Acts 2:42-47 and 4:32-37 give us an outline of what a vibrant church community can (and 
should?) look like.  

• WORD - The early church was a learning community. We too should read and study the 
scriptures. We do this as individuals and in Life Groups. We expect that we will learn from 
and encounter God in the proclamation of his word when we gather together as church.  

• WORSHIP - This is both formal (at the temple) and informal (in homes), joyful (v.46) and 
reverent (v.43). The fruit of the Spirit is ‘joy’ (Galatians 5:22) and to be reverent means we can 
be dignified, but not dull! We should be able to celebrate God and cast of restraint in 
worship, not being contained by our traditions or other peoples expectations.  

• WARFARE - The believers also prayed. Part of prayer is spiritual warfare. It is important to 
note that as the community of Christ gains ground for his kingdom they will come under 
Spiritual attack (1 Peter 5:8). We must clothe ourselves in the full armour of God (Ephesians 
6:10-18), remembering that we need to pray for ourselves and others.  

• WONDERS - God was visibly at work amongst his people. This had an impact on the 
believers and the people around them. When we expect great things of God our faith levels 
go up, especially as we witness answered prayers! Miracles ended in mixed results even for 
Jesus (Luke 17:11-19), but still happened. We could argue that the free gift of salvation is 
one of the greatest miracles God is still working out for people to this day. 

• WELFARE - They were a caring and generous community, ensuring that nobody in the 
community had need. These texts do not preclude Christians having possessions, but always 
being ready to make these possession available for the benefit of others. E.g., Jospeh (also 
called Barnabas) sold his field and gave the money to the apostles (Acts 4:36-37). 

• WITNESS - Through the interior life of the devoted disciples (study of his word, the worship, 
prayers and unity), the Lord added people to the fellowship of believers steadily, day by day. 
No gimmicks, just his power and presence at work. We should expect (and pray!) that our 
community would grow steadily too.  
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Notes / Discussion Questions

REFLECT 
Reflect and discuss: 
How does the sermon challenge or encourage you? 
Is there any personal/corporate application or implication for the week ahead? (i.e., what three 
things have you taken away from the sermon? How might this sermon apply to our fellowship/
community?) 

QUESTIONS 
1. What does it look like for Christians to adopt some of the ‘positive’ aspects of gang culture 

into how we do life together? 
2. Why do you think some people struggle with committing to and regularly attending a 

church? Do you think attending church regularly is even important? How could we 
encourage people to be committed to a community? 

3. When it comes to ‘WELFARE,’ to what extent should the church of today imitate the early 
church’s example of having everything in common? 

ACTION(S) 
Keep praying! We want to see a move of the Spirit in our church, as he calls people to be 
committed to his work in and through Pinhoe Road Baptist Church.  

• Ask God for a future generation of volunteers and leaders 
• Ask God for a steady stream of people coming to faith through the ministry at PRBC  

Pray that the testimony of our church would be that ‘the Lord added to their number day by day 
those who were being saved’ (Acts 2:47). 
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