
Notes / Discussion Questions

READ 
Read the passage and consider some of the following questions: 
What does this passage teach me about God and the Good News?  
Is there a word or phrase which stands out to you? Why might this be? What might God be 
trying to say? 

SUMMARY / OUTLINE / KEY POINTS  
• This passage (with Acts 4) follows a similar pattern to Acts 2. There is an event which requires 

an explanation, which has an effect on the people.  
• The lame man is waiting by the gate for devout Jewish people to give him Alms. He asked 

Peter and John, who address the root cause of his disease. His healing is miraculous and the 
crowd around are amazed - they have seen this man begging and see the transformation of 
his life. He goes to the temple to praise God - the first time he would have ever been, having 
been excluded previously because of his disability.  

• This event requires a gospel-centred explanation. God opens the door and Peter gladly 
obliges. The setting is a place in which Jesus had endangered his own life (John 10:22-39), 
but Peter stands boldly, full of the Spirit!  

• Peter’s speech focusses on: 
i. The Glory of Christ - Peter links Jesus to the Patriarchs and how God has used him 
ii. The sinfulness of man - Peter alludes to the suffering servant of Isaiah 52:13-53-12 and 

says that this is Jesus. The ignorance of man has been used to bring about God’s plan for 
salvation. 

iii. The right response to the gospel - Jesus has been murdered. Even though this was done 
in ignorance, the people clearly have a decision to make. Repent for their sins or reject 
Jesus as the Messiah.  

• There are three reasons we should respond with repentance: 
i. v.19 ’that our sins may be blotted out’ - This is a glorious summary of the gospel. We are 

made clean by the sacrificial death of Jesus. 
ii. v.20a ’that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord’ - The Messiah 

would bring with him a refreshing and renewing of his people - physically and spiritually. 
We experience the partial reality of this, awaiting refreshing in all its fullness in God’s 
kingdom. Jesus encouraged rest in the gospels - for those who were weighed down with 
burdens (Matthew 11:25-30) and those who laboured for the Kingdom (Mark 6:31).  

iii. v.20b ‘that he may send the Christ appointed for you’ - Jesus is seated in heaven with his 
father, but will one day come again to judge the living and the dead. On that day, will we 
be those who stand with heads held high or be full of despair? 

REFLECT 
Reflect and discuss: 
How does the sermon challenge or encourage you? 
Is there any personal/corporate application or implication for the week ahead? (i.e., what three 
things have you taken away from the sermon? How might this sermon apply to our fellowship/
community?) 
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Notes / Discussion Questions

QUESTIONS 
1. How can we identify the difference and necessity of financial support or spiritual support? 
2. What are the things God has done which you have seen and experienced that have caused 

you to feel wonder and amazement? How do these lead you to praise God? 
3. How are you at noticing and taking the God-given opportunities to share the gospel? 
4. Why is it tempting to ignore the truth that there are only two possible responses to the 

gospel? Do you issue a ‘call to repentance’ when you share the gospel - why/why not? 
5. How do the titles Peter uses for Jesus help you to praise him? 

ACTION(S) 
Ask God to show you ways in which you can share gospel-centred explanations to what is 
happening in the lives of people around. 
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