
Notes / Discussion Questions

READ 
Read the passage and consider some of the following questions: 
What does this passage teach me about God and the Good News?  
Is there a word or phrase which stands out to you? Why might this be? What might God be 
trying to say? 

SUMMARY / OUTLINE / KEY POINTS  
• In Acts 3 Peter gives a stirring testimony of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. This is his 

explanation to the healing of the lame man. The gathered crowd and the teaching of the 
apostles attracts the interest of the temple authorities. 

• The Arrest (4:1-7a) 
i. The city of Jerusalem is being stirred by the a small group of people proclaiming the 

resurrection of Jesus! Over 3000 people have believed and now the leaders of the 
temple see a threat arising to their comfortable life. They seek to stop the spread of the 
gospel by arresting the apostles. Trying to stop the word of God is like trying to hold 
back a wave - pointless. 5000 men (and presumably unaccounted numbers of women 
and children) respond in belief.  

• The Trial (4:7b-12) 
i. The rulers want to question the power and authority by which the apostles are working. 

From this question we learn that they are: 
a. Ignorant - These were the experts on scripture and still didn’t recognise that Jesus 

was who the apostles claimed him to be.  
b. Arrogant - The temple authorities and leaders think they have the monopoly on 

‘church’ and power. They have acted against God and not even recognised it.  
c. Fearful - the apostles’ message is a threat to the comfortable and established way of 

life the temple authorities enjoy.  
ii. The defence ends with Peter once again highlighting the mistake the authorities have 

made. They, the builders, have rejected Jesus, the cornerstone - the one who is the firm 
foundation and who holds all things together.  

• The Decision (4:13-22) 
i. The popularity of the men—and the fact that they have done a good deed by the lame 

beggar—means the rulers cannot do anymore than warn the apostles to stop. The 
apostles reason with them and essentially say that their obedience is to God and that the 
rulers and leaders will have to judge how the apostles respond to this.  

• The Prayer (4:23-31) 
i. The apostles return to their friends and bring a report of their imprisonment and trial. 

Their prayer reveals to us all we need to know about how to pray.  
a. They acknowledge the sovereignty of God. This means they can trust him! 
b. They declare him as the God of creation, God of revelation and the God of history. He 

makes, he speaks and he decides.  
c. After these prayers of worship and adoration (approximately 74% of the total prayer) 

they then make their requests made known to God. 
d. The place shakes so that the people can be unshaken! The movement of creation 

indicates a visitation of God who once again fills his people with his Spirit. 
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Notes / Discussion Questions

REFLECT 
Reflect and discuss: 
How does the sermon challenge or encourage you? 
Is there any personal/corporate application or implication for the week ahead? (i.e., what three 
things have you taken away from the sermon? How might this sermon apply to our fellowship/
community?) 

QUESTIONS 
1. Do you have any examples in your life where someone has tried to ‘stop’ the gospel, but you 

have seen the word of God continue to be at work anyway? 
2. What do we learn about God’s kingdom and character from the contrast between the ruling 

classes and the uneducated, common men? 
3. In the face of opposition the believers praise God and then pray for boldness. In the same 

situation would you pray for protection or boldness? Why? 
4. What can we take away from this passage and apply to the life and ministry of Pinhoe Road 

Baptist Church? Think about how these applications sit with life in lockdown and life after 
lockdown. 

ACTION(S) 
Pray that around the world, whether from lockdown or opposition, the Word of God would not 
be contained, but would be powerfully at work in even the hardest of places. Pray that we would 
be a Spirit-filled, Radical Church, following the pattern of worship and witness - bold in witness 
and bold in prayer!
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