
Notes / Discussion Questions

READ 
Read the passage and consider some of the following questions: 
What does this passage teach me about God and the Good News?  
Is there a word or phrase which stands out to you? Why might this be? What might God be 
trying to say? 

SUMMARY / OUTLINE / KEY POINTS  
• In Acts 6:1-7 we see the effects of rapid church growth. On the one hand this points to a need 

for other people to step in and lead, enabling the overburdened apostles to get back on track 
with their primary calling. They had been instructed by Jesus to pray and to preach the word.  

• As the apostles continued to care for the most marginalised in the community, an increased 
need for administration and organisation meant that a group of Greek-speaking Jewish 
widows had been overlooked in the daily distribution.  

• Whether intentional or not, the Jewish people from a Hebrew background (‘Hebraic Jews’ - 
this is not just about language and geography, but cultural upbringing as well) had overlooked 
the Hellenist Jews (Jewish people with a Greek cultural background). Albeit unwittingly, 
discrimination was happening in the church community and it was causing grumbling.  

• The apostles didn’t deny that this had happened (denial or a cover up is often the natural 
human response), rather they called the whole community together in order to work towards a 
solution.  

• Seven men are appointed, likely from a Hellenistic background who have a good reputation, 
are full of wisdom and also full of the Holy Spirit. This shows us just how important all roles in 
the life and ministry of a church are. Even practical tasks require being filled with the Holy 
Spirit.  

• The swift and thorough response means that any potential disunity is resolved and the 
community is blessed with growth. The solution found also seems to have a further profound 
impact on those who observe this emerging community in Jerusalem. Not only is this 
community generous with its resources, it takes diversity seriously.  

REFLECT 
Reflect and discuss: 
How does the sermon challenge or encourage you? 
Is there any personal/corporate application or implication for the week ahead? (i.e., what three 
things have you taken away from the sermon? How might this sermon apply to our fellowship/
community?) 
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Notes / Discussion Questions

QUESTIONS 
1. What are the problems revealed within the community with the overlooking of the Hellenist 

widows? How might our experiences shape how we interpret or understand this passage? 
2. What does the response of the apostles/disciples tell us about how we should deal with 

issues in the church community? 
3. As a church, how well prepared do you think we are for growth?  
4. How does this passage shape our understanding of serving and leading in the church 

community?  
5. Over the last few weeks we have seen a number of the tactics used by the devil to stop the 

progress of the kingdom and the spread of the gospel. What can we do as a church to thwart 
this opposition? 

ACTION(S) 
Ask God to point out anyways in which we can combat discrimination, disunity and/or 
disorganisation in the church. Pray for God’s protection and blessing as we seek to grow 
together as a fellowship.  
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