
Notes / Discussion Questions

READ 
Read the passage and consider some of the following questions: 
What does this passage teach me about God and the Good News?  
Is there a word or phrase which stands out to you? Why might this be? What might God be 
trying to say? 

SUMMARY / OUTLINE / KEY POINTS  
Stephen - Cooperated 
• Stephen was prepared to take a lowly job in the church ‘waiting on tables’. 
• There are similarities with the story of Naaman (2 Kings 5:13). He initially felt like he was being 

treated disrespectfully by Elisha, but what comes about is his restoration. He listens to the 
words of his servant and does the little thing that God asks him to do.  

Jewish Leaders - Confronted 
• Acts 7:51-53. Stephen tells the Jewish Leaders that they don’t have a good track record in 

obeying the prophets God sends to them, making this mistake with Jesus too. It is easy for us 
to read this and assume that we wouldn’t miss who Jesus is, but many people do!  

The Church - Commissioned 
• Nobody chooses to be a martyr! Stephen was obedient to God and got caught up in 

persecution which affected the whole church. This persecution led to a scattering of God’s 
people, affording them the opportunity to preach God’s word.  

REFLECT 
Reflect and discuss: 
How does the sermon challenge or encourage you? 
Is there any personal/corporate application or implication for the week ahead? (i.e., what three 
things have you taken away from the sermon? How might this sermon apply to our fellowship/
community?) 

QUESTIONS 
1. Stephen cooperated with God’s plan. How will you cooperate with God this week? 
2. Are there any little things in which you have been obedient to God that have led onto bigger 

things for him? 
3. How do we respond (as Christians or non-Christians) to God when he confronts us about the 

truth of who he is, what he has done and what he expects of his followers? How as Christians 
can we confront non-Christians with the truth of Jesus and help them in making a decision/
commitment to following Jesus? 

4. Particularly as Christians, sometimes we need some mid-course correction - how will you 
respond to the challenge of having ‘abandoned the love you had at first’ (Revelation 2:4)? 

5. At the end of this passage we see God using the scattering of his people for his word to be 
preached (Acts 8:4). God has commissioned his people to be bringers of Good News - how 
will you use the opportunities God has given you in the weeks and months to come? 

ACTION(S) 
When someone asks you ‘How has your lockdown been?’ use this as an opportunity to talk 
about how the church has responded. Explain how church is so much more than a building. 
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