
Notes / Discussion Questions

READ 
Read the passage and consider some of the following questions: 
What does this passage teach me about God and the Good News?  
Is there a word or phrase which stands out to you? Why might this be? What might God be 
trying to say? 

SUMMARY / OUTLINE / KEY POINTS  
In this passage we come across two people and, amongst a number of points, we discussed two 
ways in which the passage challenges us.  

Philip the Evangelist - the Gospel unites divided people 
• Philip is bold in his witness to the Samaritans. He probably has a credibility with this group of 

people based on the discrimination he would likely have experienced as a Hellenistic Jew [we 
do not know this about him for a fact, but Acts 6:1-7 would strongly support this]. He is no 
apostle, but still works powerfully and brings awe to many and joy to the whole city because of 
the experience of God’s salvation and healing.  

Simon the Magician - God challenges the motives of our heart 
• Is baptised as a believer and is in awe of what Philip is doing. When he sees people being 

baptised in the Holy Spirit, he becomes confused. He thought he could buy a gift which is 
freely given by God. Peter rebukes him for this and challenges him to repent. We don’t 
ultimately know what comes of Simon, but we see a fairly apathetic response here, as he goes 
on his way.  

We can compare and contrast the two men: 

Philip Simon

Loved Jesus, pointed people to him Most likely loved himself and enjoyed the acclaim 
that come from his magic

Declared the truth, bringing physical and spiritual 
healing. Through these miracles, joy came to the 

city

Deceived people through magic, bringing only a 
temporary happiness from his ‘stage show’

Was sowing the seed of God’s Kingdom Was probably building his own kingdom

Was gifted by God by the Holy Spirit to work 
powerfully, bringing awe upon many

Wanted to buy the Holy Spirit (a free gift of God) in 
an attempt to add a ‘string to the bow’ of his magic

Probably knew what it meant to repent and to put 
Jesus ahead of himself

Didn’t understand the need for repentance and 
probably struggled with humility

Knew he was a representative of God Thought he was a divine representative or even a 
‘god’ himself
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Notes / Discussion Questions

REFLECT 
Reflect and discuss: 
How does the sermon challenge or encourage you? 
Is there any personal/corporate application or implication for the week ahead? (i.e., what three 
things have you taken away from the sermon? How might this sermon apply to our fellowship/
community?) 

QUESTIONS 
1. Until we are introduced to Stephen and Philip, the preaching of God’s word and its validation 

through signs and wonders has been exclusive to the ministry of the apostles. Whilst there is 
no suggestion that this should be the normal pattern when engaging in evangelism, what 
are we learning about the way God works to deliver people and bring healing/salvation?  

2. What differences do we see between Philip and Simon, highlighted for us in the text? How 
can we be more like one and less like the other? 

3. What does the bible tell us about the human heart? (cf. Jeremiah 17:9 / Ezekiel 36:26-27) 
4. In the sermon, a number of examples from the bible were used to highlight how our heart 

motives can become misplaced. Can you think of any examples yourself? Examples 
included: were FEAR (The Parable of the Minas), INSECURITY (cf. Ephesians 2:8-10 - our 
salvation is based on God’s free gift to us, not by anything we can do by power/
performance) and IMPATIENCE (the story of Mary and Martha - we think we need to race 
from one thing to another when really we need to spend time with Jesus). 

5. Simon was challenged to repent and seems to have passed on the opportunity, certainly the 
text doesn’t point to his sin having been resolved. Why do you think people struggle to feel 
the need to repent of their sins? What can we do to challenge this attitude and encourage a 
culture of repentance? 

ACTION(S) 
Ask God to search your heart and reveal to you any misplaced motives in your life. If there are 
any divisions in your life where reconciliation is required, ask God for wisdom and strength to be 
able to approach this. Pray that Pinhoe Road Baptist Church would be a place which practices 
the pattern of unity in the midst of diversity. 
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